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U.  S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
UP  IN  JULY 

United  States  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  July  1957,  at 
28.4  million  pounds,  were  23  percent  larger  than  those  for  the  same 
month  a  year  ago.    The  value  of  July  1957  exports,  at  $20.0  million, 
was  29  percent  greater. 

Exports  of  flue-cured,  totaling  25.0  million  pounds,  exceeded 
those  for  July  1956  by  some  8.5  mill  ion  pounds.    Cigar  leaf  exports 
also  were  substantially  above  those  for  July  1956.    Declines  occurred 
for  Burley,  dark- fired  Kentucky-Tennessee,  Maryland,  Green  River  and 
One  Sucker. 

For  the  January- July  1957  period,  total  exports  of  unmanufactured 
tobacco  were  about  2  percent  below  those  for  the  same  7-month  period  of 
1956.  The  value  of  January- July  1957  exports,  however,  was  $150.7  mil  - 
lion  -  up  8.0  percent  from  the  value  of  exports  for  January- July  1956. 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    U.  S.  exports,  by  type  and  export  weight, 
January-July  1956  and  1957,  with  percent  change 


July 


Type 


1956  ;  1957 


Percent 
change 


January-July 


1956    !  1957 


Percent 
change 


1,000  pounds 


Percent 


1,000  pounds 


Percent 


Flue-cured  : 

Burley  : 

Dark- fired  Ky.-Tenn.: 
Va.  fire-cured  l/..: 

Maryland  : 

Green  River  : 

One  Sucker  : 

Black  Fat  : 

Cigar  wrapper  : 

Cigar  binder  : 

Cigar  filler  : 

Other  : 

Total  : 

Declared  value  : 
(million  dollars).: 


16,491 
2,281 
2,085 
250 

535 
267 
122 
4o8 
228 
50 

 377 

23,094 


15.5 


25,037 
835 
584 

279 
432 

9 

46 
417 
46o 
113 

3 

232 
28,447 


/  51.8 

-  63.4 

-  72.O 
/  11.6 

-  19.3 

-  62.3 
/  2.2 
/  101.8 
/  126.0 

-  38.5 


/  23.2 


172,570 
16, 4io 
14,591 
2,589 
6,942 
838 
203 
2,490 
2, 355 
1,206 

309 
2,018 


222, 521 


20.0 


/  29.0 


139.6 


172,263 
14,084 

12,473 
2,491 
6,798 
692 
1,349 
2,297 
2,698 

769 
39 
2,242 


218,195 


/ 
/ 

L 


150.7 


XJ  Includes  sun-cured. 
Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
of  the  Census. 


Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau 
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United  States  exports  of  tobacco  products  in  July  1957  totaled 
$6.7  mil]  ion  -  up  11. 7  percent  from  July  a  year  ago.  Exports  of  cigars 
and  cheroots,  cigarettes,  and  chewing  and  snuff,  were  larger  than  those 
for  July  1956.  Smoking  tobacco,  in  bulk  and  packages,  dropped  from  the 
level  of  July  195&.  For  the  7-month  period,  January- July  1957,  exports 
of  all  products,  except  smoking  tobacco  in  bulk,  were  larger  than  those 
for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier. 

TOBACCO  PRODUCTS:    U.  S.  exports,  January- July  1956  and  1957, 

with  percent  change 


July          :            :  January- July  : 
Products  :  :  Percent:  ;  :  Percent 

:  1956  :  1957  :chanse  ;  1956  :  1957  :chanee 


Cigars  and  Cheroots  :::::: 

(1,000  pieces)  :      530  :      753  :/  ^2.1  :  4,121  :  4,263  :/  3.4 

Cigarettes  :::::: 

(minion  pieces)  :  1,507  :  1,588  :/    5.4  :  9,125  :  9,&L7  :/  5.4 

Chewing  and  Snuff  :::::: 

(1,000  pounds)  :     ll6  :     199  :/  71.6  :     851  :     924  :/  8.6 

Smoking  Tob.  in  Pkgs.  :::::: 

(1,000  pounds)  :       51  :       48  :-    5-9  :      334  :      377  :/  12.9 

Smoking  Tob.  in  Bulk  :::::: 

(1,000  pounds)  :      276  :     199  :-  27. 9  :  3,403  :  2,729  :-  19.8 

Declared  value  :::::: 

(million  dollars)...:      6.0  :      6.7  :/  11. 7  :    38.1  :    4l.l  :/  7»9 


Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census. 

FARMERS  PROTEST  CIGARETTE 

IMPORTS  IN  THE  UNION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA 

The  Pretoria  News  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  reports  that  in- 
creasing Union  imports  of  American  and  British  cigarettes  are  considered 
a  danger  by  South  African  tobacco  farmers.    Farmers  have  requested  that 
the  government  protect  the  domestic  crop  by:  (1)  revising  the  excise 
duty  on  South  African  cigarettes;  (2)  abolishing  the  agreement  which 
allows  duty-free  imports  of  Rhodesian  tobacco. 

FINNISH  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT 
DOWN  SLIGHTLY 

Output  of  cigarettes  in  Finland  dropped  slightly  in  January- 
June  1957  to  2.85  billion  pieces,  compared  with  2.89  billion  in 
January- June  1956.    Output  dropped  off  sharply  in  April  1957  when 
retail  prices  were  raised  20-25  percent  due  to  an  increase  in 
excise  taxes.    However,  it  began  to  rise  again  and  by  June  was 
only  20  mil  l  ion  pieces  lower  than  a  year  earlier. 
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CIGARETTE  SALES  CONTINUE 
TO  RISE  IN  THE  NETHERLANDS 

During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1957  >  13 ^  "billion  cigarettes  were 
sold  in  the  Netherlands,  compared  with  12.1+  billion  a  year  earlier. 
Cigar  sales  also  increased  from  1,080  million  pieces  in  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1956  to  1,1^3  million  in  the  following  twelve  months. 

The  latest  increases  in  cigarette  and  cigar  sales  continues  the 
trend  of  larger  use  of  these  products  at  the  expense  of  other  forms  of 
tobacco  consumption.    Sales  of  other  tobacco  products  declined  to  17 .8 
million  pounds  in  fiscal  1957  compared  with  18.3  million  pounds  a  year 
earlier . 


TOBACCO  PRODUCTS:    Netherlands,  Retail  Sales  by  fiscal  years  1956  and  1957 


Tobacco  Products 

1  1956 

1957 

Cigarettes  (million  pieces) 

•  12,1+11 

I                    1,080  ! 

:  18,287 

:  13,^2U 
1,1^3 

«  17,769 

Source;    Maandschrift  van  het  Centraal  Bureau  voorde  Statist iek, 
August,  1957. 

MALAYAN  MANUFACTURE  OF 
TOBACCO  PRODUCTS  DOWN  SHARPLY 

Malayan  factories  turned  out  only  631  thousand  pounds  of  cigarettes 
and  392  thousand  pounds  of  cigars  and  cheroots  during  the  first  three 
months  of  1957-    This  is  a  sharp  drop  from  the  886  thousand  pounds  of 
cigarettes  and  550  thousand  pounds  of  cigars  and  cheroots  manufactured 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1956.     Imports  of  cigarettes  declined  from  2,066 
thousand  pounds  during  the  first  quarter  of  1956  to  1,601  thousand  pounds 
in  January-March  1957 • 

ISRAEL'S  OUTPUT  OF  TOBACCO  UP 

Output  of  tobacco  products  in  Israel  increased  from  l,ll+7  thou- 
sand pounds  during  the  first  quarter  of  1956  to  1,176  thousand  pounds 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1957  .    The  largest  increase  was  in  ciga- 
rettes -  1,130  thousand  pounds  in  January-March  1957  compared  with 
1,105  thousand  pounds  during  the  same  months  of  1956.    The  output  of 
all  products  except  tombac,  was  higher  in  the  first  three  months  of 
1957  than  a  year  earlier. 
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CUBAN  LEAF  EXPORTS  UP 

Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  from  Cuba  increased  from  2o.7 
million  pounds  in  the  first  half  of  I956  to  29. 1  million  in  the  first 
half  of  1957.    Most  of  the  increase  was  in  movements  to  the  United 
States  -  15.5  million  pounds,  compared  with  13,5  million  during  the 
first  6-months  of  195^.    During  January-June  1957;  exports  to  the 
Canary  Islands,  Uruguay,  Chile,  Indochina,  Gib rait er  and  Australia 
were  substantially  above  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.  Signifi- 
cant exports  were  made  to  Algeria,  Morocco  and  Italy  during  January- 
June  1957,  although  these  countries  took  none  during  the  first 
6-months  of  1956. 


EXPORTS  OF  U.S.  DRY  PEAS  HIGH 
IN  1956-57 

U.S.  exports  of  dry  edible  peas  totaled  1,170,000  bags  (100 
pounds)  in  the  marketing  year  ended  July  31,  1957.    This  was  the 
second  highest  export  in  almost  a  decade  and  one  of  the  highest 
commercial  exports  in  history.    It  was  caused  principally  by 
unfavorable  pea  harvest  in  Western  Europe  where  dry  pea  production 
and  consumption  normally  is  high.    Europe  received  about  two-thirds 
of  total  U.S.  exports  in  1956-57,  or  nearly  300,000  bags.    When  the 
European  harvest  is  normal  U.S.  exports  to  Europe  seldom  total  more 
than  100,000  bags  in  a  year. 

U.S.  pea  exports  have  been  much  higher  in  some  early  post-war 
years  but  these  were  due  principally  to  large  shipments  purchased  by 
government  for  military  and  civilian  feeding  abroad. 

Exports  to  Latin  America  and  Canada  in  1956-57  totaled  396,000 
bags  for  a  new  record  in  that  area.    It  compares  with  283,000  bags 
last  season,  381,000  average  in  1950-51+,  and  76,000  average  in 
1935-39.    Venezuela  was  the  big  importer  in  1956-57  taking  216,000 
bags . 

Latin  America  is  a  steady,  dependable  and  rapidly  growing  market 
for  U.S.  peas.    Before  and  during  World  War  II,  1935-^,  U.S.  pea 
exports  to  Latin  American  countries  averaged  about  60,000  bags 
annually.    By  19^-5-1!-9,  the  average  had  more  than  doubled  to  17^,000 
bags  and  in  I95O-5I+,  it  had  almost  doubled  again  to  300,000  bags 
annually . 

Latin  America  normally  imports  more  peas  from  the  U.S.  than  does 
Europe.    Its  potential  may  be  much  greater,  since  they  have  much  less 
local  pea  production  than  Europe,  and  they  are  a  very  large  consumer 
of  other  pulses,  particularly  beans. 
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PEAS,  DRY:    United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination,  1935-1957. 


Country  of 
Destination 


Average 
1/  1935-39 

Average 

;  i/  1950-5*+ 

I    2/  1955-56 

:    2/  1956-57 

2 

3/ 

I 

3/ 
1 

3/ 

-  -  ■  1,000 

:  55 
:  27 

:  3 

:  7^ 
1, 

•  1 

:  32 
1 

!  52 

:  8 
:  ik 
t  3 

3/ 

on 

:  9 

k 

!  13 

:  1+66 
:  35 
:  3 
:  101 
:  iu 

:  3 
:  ^2 
:  9 
:  ^3 

10 

249 

81  : 

1  : 

3  : 

3/  : 

2  J 

3/  : 

2  j 

6  : 

-Li.  4 

OR  . 

18  : 
153  : 

7  : 

k  \ 
2  : 

6 

^  1 

2k  : 

135  : 
6  : 

5 

p 
86 
2 

216 
10 

60  : 

292  . 

22^  ; 

325 

IE  : 
lk  : 

h  ! 

89  : 
1^6  : 

2  : 

59 

k2  : 

3/ 
71 

62 

100  : 

7o0  : 

l+OB  : 

1,170 

Europe : 

United  Kingdom, 


Iceland  , 

Germany-West  kj , 

Norway  , 

Italy  , 

Switzerland. 

Sweden  , 

Netherlands  

Total,  Europe  


Latin  America: 


Mexico, 


Brazil  

Cuba  

Colombia  

Venezuela  

Surinam  

Total,  Latin  America..: 

Other  Countries ♦ 

Japan  

Canada  

Other  

Grand  Total  


1/  oaienaar  year,  dj  Marketing 
West  Germany  after  January  1952. 


mexican  drought  broken 
in  north'  and  west 

Above  normal  rains  in  August  in  the  States  of  Sonora,  Chihuahua,  Nuevo  Leon, 
Hidalgo,  Queretaro,  and  Guanajuato  were  considerable  benefit  to  agriculture  in 
those  States  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  22,  1957).     Other  States  with 
normal  or  above  normal  rainfall  included  most  of  the  northwest,  some  areas  in  the 
central  part  of  the  country,  and  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.    The  drought  con- 
tinued in  the  north  central  states,  howev,er,  particularly  in  Coahuila,  Durango, 
Cacatecas,  Aguascalientes,  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  Colima.    Rains  were  too  late  in 
most  cases  to  save  much  of  the  corn  crop  and  this  commodity  continued  in  short 
supply  throughout  the  country.     Imports  of  corn  from  January  through  July  1957 
totalled  9  million  bushels. 
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In  the  northwest ,  the  rains  resulted  in  an  increase  in  the 
amount  of  water  stored  by  the  dams,  particularly  the  Alvaro  Obregon 
dam  in  Sonora.     Some  improvement  in  the  water  supply  is  also  reported 
for  the  northern  plateau,,  but  there  has  been  a  deterioration  in  the 
situation  in  the  central  part  of  the  country.     The  amount  of  water 
stored  in  Federal  irrigation  districts  at  the  end  of  August  1957  was 
approximately  two-thirds  of  the  amount  available  at  the  same  time  last 
year . 

AUSTRALIAN  EGGS  GO  TO  VENEZUELA 

On  September  10,  1957 }  26  metric  tons  of  Australian  shell  eggs 
were  reported  to  have  arrived  in  Venezuela.    This  represents  the  first 
shipment  from  Australia . 

VENEZUELA  ISSUES  NEW  REGULATIONS  ON  SHELL  EGGS 

Shell  eggs  imported  into  Venezuela  must  be  marked  with  indelible 
ink  showing  whether  the  eggs  are  for  hatching  purposes  or  for  consump- 
tion   according  to  a  new  regulation  to  become  effective  soon. 

Regulations  will  also  be  announced  shortly  regarding  certifica- 
tion to  accompany  shipment  as  to  laying  date  and  conditions  of  refrig- 
eration between  laying  date  and  arrival  in  Venezuela.     It  is  claimed 
this  will  help  insure  the  arrival  of  eggs  in  "optimum  condition  of 
freshness . " 

AUSTRALIA  ENDS 
DAIRYING  YEAR 

Milk  production  in  Australia  in  the  season  ended  June  30,  1957 
was  approximately  k  percent  lower  than  in  1955 -56.    Most  of  the 
decline  occurred  in  the  latter  half  of  the  season  when  very  dry 
conditions  were  experienced.    Butter  production  declined  from  k6l.k 
million  pounds  to  ^25.6  million  pounds,  while  the  quantity  of  cheese 
manufactured  rose  from  87.^  million  pounds  to  98.6  million  pounds. 
Both  canned  milk  production  and  dried  milk  production  also  increased 
in  1956-57?  compared  with  a  year  earlier. 

Total  butter  exports  (approximately  165  million  pounds)  were  11 
percent  below  the  1955-56  season.     Shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom 
declined,  but  sales  to  other  markets,  including  Western  Germany, 
Italy,  and  the  Philippines,  increased. 

Cheese  exports  showed  a  slight  gain,  rising  from  k2.6  million 
pounds  in  1955-56  to  hk.Q  million  pounds  in  1956-57*    Shipments  of 
condensed  milk  rose  from  56  million  pounds  to  67  million  pounds, 
while  dried  milk  exports  declined  from  71 «7  million  pounds  to  67.2 
million  pounds . 
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BRAZILIAN  GOVERNMENT  GROUP  RECOMMENDS 
REDUCED  POWDERED  MILK  IMPORTS 

The  Supply  Coordination  Council  (Conselho  Coordenador  de  Abaste- 
cimento),  a  Brazilian  Government  study  and  policy  making  group,  has 
recommended  that  the  Federal  Supply  and  Price  Commission  (COFAP), 
cease  importing  powdered  milk  for  commercial  purposes.    If  the  recom- 
mendation is  adopted,  only  importation  of  dry  milk  for  free  distribu- 
tion through  welfare  agencies  will  be  allowed. 

The  Council  based  its  recommendations  on  results  of  a  consulta- 
tion with  representatives  of  the  Brazilian  dairy  industry.  Their 
study  shows  that  total  milk  production  increased  from  8.8  billion 
pounds  in  1955  to  9*8  billion  pounds  in  195&.    Powdered  milk  pro- 
duction (type  not  specified)  increased  from  50.7  "to  68.3  million 
pounds  during  the  same  years.    The  industry  representatives  express- 
ed difficulty  in  finding  markets  for  all  their  fluid  milk  output. 
Further  study  of  the  possibility  of  lower  retail  prices  and  increased 
consumption  of  powdered  milk  is  scheduled. 

The  Council  also  made  the  following  suggestions: 

1.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  should  intensify  its 
measures  to  reduce  importation  of  modified  (infants' 
and  dietetic  milk  foods)  milks. 

2.  Study  in  conjunction  with  the  Bank  of  Brazil  should 
be  made  to  improve  the  financing  of  storing  butter 
surpluses  during  the  flush  production  season  to  curb 
price  increases  during  the  low  butter  production 
season . 

3.  Domestic  production  of  casein  should  be  encouraged 
through  better  financing  methods  to  curb  imports  of 
this  commodity. 

SWITZERLAND  IMPORTING 
MORE  BUTTER 

During  the  first  seven  months  of  1957 ,  Switzerland  imported  9»9 
million  pounds  of  butter,  compared  with  6.4  million  pounds  for  the 
same  period  of  1956.    Sweden  was  the  principal  source,  shipping  2.7 
million  pounds.    Other  suppliers  were  Norway  and  France  (1.9  million 
pounds  each)  and  Finland  (l.8  million  pounds). 
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UNITED  KINGDOM  CANNED  MILK 
EXPORTS  SHOW  SHARP  INCREASE 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1957  evaporated  and  condensed  milk  exports 
from  the  U.K.  showed  a  marked  increase  over  the  comparable  period  in  1956. 

Evaporated  milk  exports  in  the  January- June  1957  period  totaled  19.2 
million  pounds,  more  than  double  the  first  six  months  of  1956.    Almost  solely 
responsible  for  this  increase  was  a  rise  in  shipment  to  Malta,  from  879^000 
pounds  in  1956  to  7*6  million  pounds  in  1957*    Austria,  which  was  not  a  United 
Kingdom  market  in  1956,  took  1.2  million  pounds  of  evaporated  milk  during  the 
first  half  of  1957- 

Sweetened  condensed  whole  milk  exports  rose  from  27.5  million  pounds  in 
the  first  half  of  1956  to  29.8  million  pounds  in  the  first  half  of  1957.  The 
pattern  of  marketing  showed  some  change.  Whereas  the  Commonwealth  countries 
took  99  percent  of  the  1956  export,  they  were  a  market  for  only  86  percent  of 
the  January-June  1957  export.  Shipments  of  3*6  million  pounds  of  condensed 
milk  to  Cuba  in  1957  were  largely  responsible  for  the  overall  rise  and  pattern 
change . 

Condensed  skim  milk  exports  totaled  U.3  million  pounds  in  the  January- 
June  1957  period,  63  percent  over  the  first  half  of  1956.    Hong  Kong,  the 
U.K's  major  skimmed  milk  market,  increased  its  intake  from  1+80,000  pounds  to 
1.2  million  pounds. 

In  195^-,  "the  U.K.  became  a  net  exporter  of  canned  milks.    Although  ship- 
ments declined  9  percent  in  1956  from  the  record  1955  export  of  93.0  million 
pounds,  it  remainded  the  third  largest  exporter  of  this  commodity.     If  the 
1957  rate  of  shipments  continues  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year,  canned  milk 
exports  from  the  U.K.  will  reach  another  record  level. 

DENMARK'S  GRAIN  PRODUCTION 
SLIGHTLY  SMALLER 

Grain  production  in  Denmark  this  year  was  slightly  less  than  the  1956 
harvest  mainly  because  of  some  reduction  in  yields.    Outturns  of  wheat,  rye, 
and  barley  show  very  little  change  from  the  1956  level,  since  increased  acre- 
age offset  the  lower  yields.    The  production  of  oats,  however,  was  down  about 
10  percent  because  acreage  was  reduced  as  well  as  yields. 

Wheat  production  as  forecast  at  9*7  million  bushels  and  rye  at  11.1+ 
million  are  only  slightly  below  the  1956  harvests  of  those  grains.  Barley 
production  of  111.1  million  bushels  is  slightly  above  the  1956  crop  of  110. 3 
million,  while  the  harvest  of  52.7  million  bushels  of  oats  is  10  percent 
less  than  in  1956. 

Substantially  larger  carry-over  stocks  of  grain  will  offset  the  slight 
reduction  in  crops.     Over-all  supplies  of  grain  for  the  1957 -58  season  are 
larger  than  for  1956-57-    However,  net  import  requirements  for  grain  are 
not  expected  to  differ  significantly  from  the  507,000  metric  tons  imported 
last  year . 
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HONG  KONG'S  RICE  IMPORTS 
SLIGHTLY  HIGHER 


Rice  imports  into  Hong  Kong  during  July  of  52,329,000  pounds  brought 
the  total  in  the  January- July  1957  period  to  395,900,000  pounds  compared 
with  386,800,000  pounds  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1956.    Countries  of 
origin  in  July  were  (in  1,000  pounds):    Thailand,  27,173j  Communist  China, 
11,1-1-02;  North  Vietnam,  2,399;  Cambodia,  10,907;  and  South  Vietnam,  kk&i 

HONG  KONG:    Rice  imports,  by  country  of  origin,  January- June ,  1957 


Country  of  origin 

:  White, 
: including 
rpolished 

White, 
broken 

Cargo 
(brown) 

Glutinous 

Total 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

■  4 

1,000 
•  pounds 

1,000 

pounds 

>    1,000  ; 

:  pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

i  •  110 
2,202 
■•  28,7lU 

•  66,l6U 

•  ^,288  « 

:            0  • 
:  1,096 
:  507 
:        15^  • 
:  5,730 
0 

•  122, 52U 

0 

:  0 
:        3,81+5  : 
:  0 
0 

j  110 

kkl 

!  0 

:  0 

0 

:             0  - 
:           H-90  • 
:             0  - 
:  12,1+51 

:  110 
:  3,298 
:  33,066 
:  66,318 
10,508 
110 
230,160 

•  130,011 

!  ^,396 

12,91+1 

:  3^3,570 

Source:    Hong  Kong  Trade  Statistics. 

Local  markets  in  July  reflected  fluctuating  prices  of  Thai  rice. 
Bangkok  f.o.b.  prices  rose  sharply,  due  in  part  to  an  increase  in  Thailand's 
rice-export  premiums.    Also,  the  late  arrival  of  seasonal  rains  in  Thailand 
failed  to  raise  waterways  sufficiently  to  permit  free  movement  of  barges 
carrying  paddy  and  rice  to  Bangkok.    Prices  began  to  level  off  somewhat 
toward  the  end  of  the  month  when  the  rains  started  in  Central  Thailand.  Rice 
stocks  in  Hong  Kong  during  July  were  maintained  at  a  high  level. 

Rice  imports  into  Hong  Kong  in  calendar  year  1956  were  613,359,000  pounds 
compared  with  5^-2,372,000  in  the  preceding  year,  and  with  an  average  of 
^-77,51+8,000  pounds  annually  in  the  5-year  1951-55  period.     Countries  of  origin 
in  I956  were  (in  1,000  pounds):    Thailand,  39U,038;  Communist  China,  ll^,52l+; 
Burma,  30.1+88;  Pakistan,  21, 319 j  Indochina  (industrial  grades),  668,  United 
States,  l+M-2;  and  other  countries,  1,330. 

IRELAND  REPORTS 
LARGER  GRAIN  CROP 

The  1957  grain  crop  in  Ireland  is  larger  than  the  1956  production,  accord- 
ing to  unofficial  forecasts.    Production  of  both  wheat  and  barley  is  higher 
than  in  1956  and  the  oats  harvest  is  slightly  smaller,  on  the  basis  of  pre- 
liminary indications.    Increased  acreage    of  wheat  and  barley  offsets  slight 
reductions  from  the  record  yields  a  year  ago. 
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Wheat  production  is  tentatively  forecast  at  18.1  million  bushels , 
compared  with  15.9  million  in  1956.    A  crop  that  large  would  he  sufficient 
to  meet  total  requirements  for  human  consumption,  though  some  imported 
high  protein  wheat  may  still  he  needed  to  meet  milling  requirements. 

Total  barley  production  is  forecast  at  13.7  million  bushels,  27  per- 
cent larger  than  the  1956  crop.    Most  of  the  increase  is  said  to  be  in 
the  feeding  barley,  which  would  seem  to  be  large  enough  to  fill  domestic 
needs  for  1957~58>  and  no  barley  imports  are  to  be  permitted  until  all  of 
the  1957  domestic  harvest  has  been  used.    Increased  use  of  lime  and 
fertilizer  is  making  it  possible  to  expand  barley  acreage  to  areas  pre- 
viously not  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  this  feed  grain. 

Production  of  oats  is  forecast  at  33.2  million  bushels,  compared 
with  37«5  million  produced  last  year.  Acreage  is  significantly  below 
the  1956  acreage. 

BRITISH  HOG  PRODUCERS 
FAVOR  IMPORT  QUOTAS 

The  recent  sharp  drop  in  the  price  of  Danish  pork  exported  to  Britain 
has  caused  considerable  concern  among  Danish  farmers.    Britain  is  Denmark's 
most  important  outlet  for  pork,  and  the  London  price  of  pork  directly 
affects  the  income  of  Danish  farmers. 

At  a  meeting  in  Copenhagen,  Danish  and  British  farm  leaders  proposed 
to  establish  quotas  for  pork  imports  into  Britain  from  producing  countries. 
In  addition,  quotas  for  Britain  and  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom 
were  proposed.     Such  quotas  would  require  the  agreement  of  the  Netherlands, 
another  important    exporter  of  pork  to  Britain. 

To  implement  these  talks,  the  Danish  government  has  recently  requested 
the  U.  K.  to  hold  official  discussions. 

AUSTRALIAN  LIVESTOCK 
NUMBERS  INCREASE 

Preliminary  estimates  show  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  all  types 
of  Australian  livestock,  except  horses,  for  March  31;  1957.    This  sharp 
rise  is  a  reflection  of  favorable  pastorial  conditions  throughout  early 
1957.    It  does  not  show  the  effect  of  a  drought  which  afflicted  Australia 
during  the  second  quarter  of  this  year. 

The  reduction  in  cattle  and  sheep  numbers  was  due  to  severe  culling 
of  herds  during  this  drought.    This  was  in  anticipation  of  the  Australian 
winter,  since  fanners  lacked  sufficient  reserves  of  feed.    Recent  rains 
throughout  Australia  have  improved  pastures  and  may  have  halted  this  trend 
towards  reduced  numbers.    In  any  event,  a  sharp  rise  in  sheep  and  cattle 
numbers,  such  as  was  evidenced  last  year  is  not  expected  for  the  period 
1957-58. 
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Hog  numbers  increased  strongly  during  the  period  March  1956  to  March 
1957.    Producers  fear  a  repetition  of  the  glutted  markets  and  low  prices 
of  1955  and  do  not  plan  to  increase  numbers  significantly  during  1958. 

LIVESTOCK:    Numbers  in  Australia  -  31  March  1953-57 

Sheep  Cattle  Hogs 


Year 


1953.... 
195^.... 
1955.... 
1956.... 

1957  2/ 


1,000 

head 

!  Percent 
;  Change  l/ 

:  1,000 

;  head 

!  Percent  ' 
:  Change  l/: 

1,000 

head  ; 

!  Percent 
;  change  l/ 

123,072 

:  +5 

I  15,21*7 

:      +2  : 

993  : 

-3 

126,9^-5 

:       +3  : 

15,602 

:      +2  - 

1,198  < 

+21 

130,81+9 

:       +3  i 

15,836 

:      +1  : 

1,297  : 

+8 

139)12** 

:   +6  ; 

16,^57 

:      +1+  : 

1,166  • 

!  -10 

1^9,605  • 

•      +8  ! 

17,136 

:      +h  \ 

1,32^ 

:  +13 

l/    Percent  change  from  previous  year. 
2/  Preliminary. 

Source:     Commonwealth  Bureau  of  Statistics 


WOOL  PRODUCTION  IN  CANADA 
DROPS  2  PERCENT  IN  1957 

Shorn  wool  production  in  Canada  during  1957  totaled  6,1  million  pounds, 
a  decrease  of  approximately  2  percent  from  the  revised  estimate  of  6.2 
million  pounds  for  1956. 

The  decline  in  shorn  wool  production  is  attributed  to  fewer  sheep  shorn 
this  spring  as  well  as  a  lighter  average  fleece  weight. 

All  the  decline  in  shorn  wool  production  occurred  in  Eastern  Canada,  as 
the  West  held  steady  with  a  production  of  about  2.9  million  pounds. 


LARD  PRODUCTION  IN  CANADA  DOWN 
FOR  JANUARY -JUNE  1957 

Lard  production  in  Canada  for  the  first  six  months  of  1957  totaled 
k-6,1  million  pounds.    This  is  about  a  20  percent  drop  from  the  57.3  million 
pounds  produced  during  the  same  period  in  1956.    The  decrease  in  lard  pro- 
duction reflects  the  sharp  drop  in  hog  slaughter  which,  as  of  mid-August, 
was  running  about  16  percent  below  last  year's  level. 
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LARGE  RAISIN  PRODUCTION  PREDICTED  FOR  IRAN 

The  1957  production  of  raisins  in  Iran  forecast  at  69,000  short  tons  is 
slightly  larger  than  the  previous  season's  crop  and  31  percent  greater  than 
the  1950-5^-  average  of  52,600  tons.    While  instrumental  in  producing  a  near 
record  grape  crop  in  Iran,  the  abundance  of  moisture  also  tended  to  limit  the 
raisin  pack  since  it  fostered  development  of  fungus  disease. 

RAISINS,  IRAN:    Supply  and  distribution,  1955,  1956  estimates 
 and  1957  forecast.     (Season  begins  August  23)  


Item 


1955 
Estimate 


1956 
Estimate 


1957 
Forecast 


Beginning  stocks ..... 
Production  

Total  supply  

Exports  8/23=8/22  

Other  disappearance . . 
End  stocks  

Total  disappearance 


Short  tons 


1,000 
66,000 


67 ] 000 
43,000 
23,000 

1,000 


Short  tons 


1,000 

68,000 


69,000 
T+4,000 
24,000 
1,000 


Short  tons 

1,000 
69,000 


67,000 


70,000 
44,000 
25,000 
1,000 


69,000 


70,000 


Exportable  stocks  of  Iranian  raisins  from  the  last  crop  year  are  believed 
to  be  nearly  exhausted.     In  the  official  export  figures  by  country  of  desti- 
nation that  follow,  Western  Germany  easily  qualifies  as  the  largest  customer 
for  Iranian  raisins.    The  Soviet  Union  and  Netherlands  also  continued  to  be 
important  customers . 


RAISINS,  IRAN:    Exports  by  country  of  destination,  August  23,  1955. 
August  22,  1956,  and  August  23,  1956-January  21,  1957 


Country  of  destination 


8/23/55-8/22/56 


8/23/56-1/21/57 


Ceylon  

Egypt .......... 

France  

Germany  

India  

Iraq  

Japan .......... 

Kuwait  

Netherlands .... 

Oman  

United  Kingdom. 

U.S.S.R  

Other  countries 
Total  


Short  tons 

18 

395 
1,846 
24,667 
1,202 

833 

604 
5,637 
95 
1,580 
5,854 

228 

^,959 


Short  tons 


209 


857 

9,73^ 
1,634 

625 

110 

189 

2,141 

153 

937 
3,699 
162 
20,450 
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ITALIAN  WALNUT  FORECAST  UNCHANGED 

The  earlier  forecast  of  28,000  short  tons,  in-shell  basis,  for  1957 
Italian  walnut  production  has  been  reaffirmed.    While  the  crop  is  expected 
to  be  only  three-quarters  of  the  1956  record  production  of  38,000  tons,  it 
is  much  larger  than  the  1950-5^  average  production  of  18,000  tons.  Smaller 
walnut  crops  are  predicted  for  the  Piedmonte  and  central  Italian  areas . 
Since  these  regions  supply  most  of  the  walnuts  for  shelling,  supplies  of 
shelled  walnuts  for  export  are  expected  to  be  short. 


WALNUTS,  UNSHELLED,  ITALY:    Supply  and  distribution, 
1956-57  estimate  and  1957-58  forecast 
(Marketing  season  begins  September  l) 


T,                               :  Estimate 
Item                         :  1956-57 

:  Forecast 
:  1957-58 

:       Short  tons 

• 

:       Short  tons 

:  28,000 
:  2C0 

28,200 

• 

18,000 
10,000 
200 

28,200 

Exporters  report  a  brisk  demand  for  both  shelled  and  unshelled  walnuts 
because  of  the  short  French  crop.    Since  it  is  not  customary  to  sell  before 
harvest,  sales  are  few.    Walnut  prices  are  said  to  be  increasing  and  were 
quoted  at  25. ^  to  25.9  cents  per  pound,  inshell,  for  new-crop  Sorrento  No. 
l's,  f.o.b.,  Naples,  in  early  September. 


PROSPECTS  FOR  1957  FRENCH  WALNUT  CROP  POOR 

The  1957  French  commercial  walnut  crop  is  expected  to  be  very  small- - 
possibly  13,000  short  tons--due  to  severe  frost  damage  that  took  place  early 
last  spring.    The  forecast  production  amounts  to  less  than  half  the  average 
for  the  five-year  period,  1950-5^,  and  will  be  only  two-thirds  as  large  as 
the  19,500  ton,  1956,  freeze -damaged  crop. 

A  30  percent  normal  crop  is  predicted  for  the  Bordeaux  region,  a  pro- 
duction area  generally  accounting  for  three-quarters  of  the  French  walnut 
tonnage.     In  the  Grenoble  region,  France's  second  most  important  production 
area,  the  forecast  is  for  a  75  percent  crop.    Walnuts  comprising  the  1957 
French  crop  are  reported  to  be  small  in  size  with  less  than  half  the  com- 
mercial production  capable  of  meeting  minimum  export  standards.    Few,  if 
any,  of  the  1956  stocks  remain. 
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CACAO  PRODUCTION  TECHNOLOGY  COURSE 
PROPOSED  AT  TURRIALBA,  COSTA  RICA 

The  Inter-American  Institute  of  Agricultural  Sciences  at  Turrialba, 
Costa  Rica  proposes  its  third  course  in  Cacao  Production  Technology  from 
January  13,  1957  to  April  5,  1958.    The  course  has  been  organized  follow- 
ing requests  from  U.  S.  Operations  Missions  in  Latin  America.  They 
requested  training  in  the  technology  of  cacao  production  he  provided  for 
members  of  national  programs  concerned  with  cacao  production.    The  purpose 
of  the  course  is  to  provide  training  on  the  materials  and  practices  of 
culture  which  would  be  useful  in  increasing  production  and  efficiency.  An 
attempt  will  be  made  to  integrate  lecture  study,  library  reference  work,  and 
field  practice  on  the  development  of  the  cacao  plant  and  its  commercial 
utilization. 

NEW  SUGAR  MILLS 
IN  IRAQ 

Iraq  expects  to  produce  an  ample  supply  of  sugar  for  her  domestic 
needs  when  the  3  mills,  which  are  either  in  the  planning  stage  or  under 
construction,  are  completed. 

Recently  word  was  received  that  the  refinery  at  Mosul  is  now  under 
construction  and  the  completion  date,  while  specified  as  February  15,  1958 
will  probably  be  a  month  later.    Consideration  of  bids  for  the  factory 
was  reported  in  the  circular,  World  Sugar  Mill  Developments,  February  1957 . 

Tenders  for  a  second  beet  sugar  factory  at  Sulaimaniyah  are  expected 
to  be  announced  within  the  next  six  or  eight  weeks.    Specifications  for 
this  factory  have  recently  been  completed. 

The  third  factory,  a  factory  for  making  sugar  from  dates,  will  pro- 
bably be  located  at  Kerbela .    The  announcement  of  tenders  have  been  post- 
poned due  to  a  need  of  further  study. 

COFFEE  PROMOTION  FUND 
ESTABLISHED  IN  ANGOLA 

An  additional  export  surcharge  amounting  to  .0035  cents  per  kilo  on 
Angolan  coffee  exported  to  foreign  destinations  has  recently  been  decreed. 
Proceeds  of  this  tax  will  be  deposited  in  a  fund  for  the  promotion  of 
Angolan  coffee  sales  in  foreign  markets.    There  is  also  a  tax  on  raw  coffee 
from  all  parts  of  Angola  and  Cabinda  of  .0070  cents  per  kilo  for  develop- 
ment of  the  coffee  industry,  technical  assistance,  and  research. 

Local  reaction  to  the  new 'fund  is  said  to  have  shown  qualified  approval. 
One  commentator  said,  "We  sincerely  hope  that  the  advertising  of  Angolan 
coffee  will  be  direct  and  intelligent,  not  restricted  to  uninteresting 
pamphlets,  but  focusing  attention  upon  Angolan  coffee  in  those  foreign 
markets  where  large  potential  sales  exists." 
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AUSTRALIAN  PROCESSED  DECIDUOUS  FRUIT 
EXFORTS  FOR  1955-56  AND  1956-5T  COMPARED 

During  1956- 5T>  exports  of  Australian  canned  peaches,  pears,  and  apricots 
declined  appreciably  from  the  levels  attained  during  the  previous  fiscal  year. 
Canned  and  dried  apple  exports,  however,  were  higher  than  during  the  1956-57 
season,  primarily  because  of  large  shipments  made  early  in  the  season  from  old 
stocks.    The  decline  of  10  percent  in  the  sale  of  canned  pears  abroad  is  attrib- 
uted to  a  sluggish  overseas  market.    Domestic  demand  for  canned  pears,  however, 
increased  and  largely  offset  the  export  loss.    The  volume  of  canned  peach  ex- 
ports declined  to  nearly  half  the  1955-56  total  while  canned  apricot  exports 
during  1956 -5T  fell  off  even  more  sharply. 

Despite  optimistic  forecasts  of  record  Australian  apple  and  pear  crops, 
production  during  195T  was  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year.    Drought  condi- 
tions in  Tasmania  and  New  South  Wales  prevented  the  fruit  from  attaining  good 
size  and  resulted  in  a  smaller  packout  than  anticipated.    Peach  and  apricot  pro- 
duction during  195T  was  lower  than  the  preceding  year  in  the  major  producing 
areas  due  to  the  wet  1956  winter  and  subsequent  loss  of  trees. 

FRUIT,  PROCESSED  DECIDUOUS,  AUSTRALIA:    Exports  of 
 selected  fruits,  1935-36  and  1956-5T  


Kind  of  fruit  1955-56  '  1956-5T  (preliminary) 


:  Short  tons  :  Short  tons 

Canned  fruit  :  : 

Apples  :  1,539  :  l,8Ul 

Pears  :  31, 188  :  28,730 

Peaches  :  30, TOO  :  l6,kkQ 

Apricots  :  lh,6Qk  :  6,0U2 

Prunes  :  1,255  :  2^8 

Tropical  Fruit  Salad  :  66l  :  k6l 

Other  Fruit  Salad  :  l,lkl  :  2,^96 

•  • 

Dried  fruit  :  : 

Apples  :  3^9  :  523 

Peaches  :  137  :  103 

Apricots  :  665  :  U8^+ 

Prunes  :  616  :  273 


ECUADOR  NOW  SHIPS  COFFEE  FROM  SANTO  DOMINGO 

The  first  coffee  shipment  from  Santo  Domingo  de  los  Colorados  was  made  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  September.    This  signifies  the  coming  into  production  of 
the  Santo  Domingo  region.    It  is  expected  that  this  region  will  be  an  important 
producer  of  high  grade  mild  coffee  within  a  few  years,  which  would  be  of  conse- 
quent benefit  to  Ecuador's  foreign  exchange  revenues. 
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COTTON  PRODUCTION  IN  BURMA. 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

Cotton  production  in  Burma  during  August-July  1956-57  was  80,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross),  down  about  6  percent  from  the  1955-56  pro- 
duction of  85,000  bales.    Earlier  estimates  had  been  for  a  much  higher 
figure  because  of  increased  acreage,  but  heavy  rains  during  the  picking 
season  damaged  some  of  the  cotton.    There  was  also  an  earthquake  which 
caused  some  damage.    Cotton  acreage  in  1956-57  was  estimated  at 
U50,000  acres,  compared  with  U05,000  in  1955-56. 

Early  prospects  for  the  1957-58  crop,  harvested  from  September 
through  November,  are  for  another  below-normal  crop  because  of 
unfavorable  weather— late  arrival  of  the  monsoon  and  below-normal 
rainfall  in  the  early  growing  season.    Tentative  estimates  are  for 
production  of  about  75,000  bales. 

None  of  Burma's  cotton  is  irrigated.    Yields  are  low,  and  there 
is  always  the  risk  of  drought  or  unseasonal  rains  as  the  cotton  is 
grown  in  the  central  or  dry  zone  of  Burma.    Plans  for  irrigation  are 
under  consideration,  and  two  experiments  are  now  in  the  field  which 
involve  both  furrow  and  sprinkling  systems.    Both  expect  to  show 
increased  yields  and  staple  length.    The  introduction  of  improved  seed 
from  the  United  States  is  also  expected  for  planting  in  1958. 

Cotton  exports  from  Burma  during  August-June  1956-57  were  56,000 
bales,  compared  with  7U,000  bales  a  year  earlier.    Quantities  exported 
to  principal  destinations  in  the  current  period,  with  comparable 
figures  for  August-June  1955-56  in  parentheses,  were:    Japan  37,000 
bales  (25,000);  France  1^,000  (  5,000);  Hong  Kong  3,000  U,000);  United 
Kingdom  3,000  (7,000) ;  China  3,000  (18,000);  West  Germany  3,000  (ii,000); 
and  Italy  1,000  (3,000). 

Cotton  consumption  in  Burma,  all  of  domestically  produced  cotton, 
amounts  to  about  22,000  bales  per  year.    Consumption  by  the  one 
government -owned  mill  at  Thamaing  amounts  to  about  10,000  bales  per 
year.    The  mill  produces  low -quality  cloth  which  is  used  for  police  and 
soldiers'  uniforms.    Other  consumption  amounts  to  about  12,000  bales 
per  year,  mainly  used  for  padding  of  clothing  and  mattresses,  hand -drawn 
yarns,  and  other  yarn  for  crude  textiles.    The  Thamaing  mill  has  20,000 
spindles  of  United  States  origin,  and  200  power  looms  of  Japanese 
origin.    Construction  of  another  mill  is  expected  to  start  in  November 
1957.    It  will  be  in  operation  about  one  year  later. 

Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957,  were  estimated  at  18,000  bales, 
compared  with  20,000  held  a  year  earlier. 

ARGENTINA'S  1956-57  SUNFLOWERSEED  OUTPUT 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

The  third  and  final  official  estimate  places  1956-57  sunflower  seed 
output  in  Argentina  at  625,000  metric  tons.    This  is  17  percent  below  the 
75^-, 000  tons  produced  last  year  but  much  higher  than  either  the  312,000 
tons  produced  in  195^-55  or  the  380,000  tons  in  1953-5^. 
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TRANSSHIPMENTS  OF  MEXICAN 
COTTON  DOWN  IN  1956-57 

Mexico* s  transshipments  of  cotton  through  U.  S.  ports  during  August- 
July  1956-57  were  903,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  down  31  percent  from 
transshipments  of  1,306,000  bales  in  1955-56.  In  July  1957  transshipments  were 
kk,000  bales,  compared  with  k'J  ,000    in  July  10 56.      The  reduction  in  1956-57 
transshipments  is  attributed  to  the  reduced  crop,  a  12  percent  increase  in 
consumption,  and  smaller  supplies  available  for  export. 

Principal  destinations  of  Mexico's  1956-57  cotton  transshipments  were 
Japan,  West  Germany,  and  the  United  Kingdom.    Declines  were  registered  for 
nearly  all  countries  with  the  exceptions  of  Japan  and  Spain  which  took 
increased  amounts . 

Quantities  transshipped  during  August-July  1956-57;  with  comparable 
1955-56  figures  in  parentheses,  included:     Japan  322,000  bales  (303,000); 
West  Germany  125,000  (270,000);  United  Kingdom  105,000  ( 133,000);  France 
73,000  (2^,000);  Netherlands  68,000  (133,000);  Belgium  63,000  (109,000); 
Italy  33,000  (68,000);  Sweden  26,000  (57,000);  Spain  21,000  (none); 
Australia  19,000  (28,000);  and  Switzerland  15,000  (21,000). 

In  addition  to  these  transshipments,  exports  direct  from  Mexico  to 
foreign  destinations  during  August-April  1956-57  were  ^33>000  bales,  down 
2h  percent  from  direct  exports  of  572,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

INDONESIA'S  COPRA  EXPORTS  IN  JULY 
DOUBLE  THOSE  OF  JUNE 

Copra  exports  from  Indonesia  in  July,  preliminarily  estimated  at  20,517 
long  tons  gross  weight,  were  more  than  double  those  of  June,  but  were  one- 
fifth  below  those  of  July  1956.    However,  January-July  exports,  totaling 
136,1^3  long  tons,  were  about  one-fourth  greater  than  the  quantity  exported 
in  the  first  7  months  of  1956.    Other  July  exports  were:    palm  kernels  -  5,103 
short  tons;  palm  oil — 25,977  short  tons;  and  copra  cake--9,63i+  long  tons. 

U.  S.  EDIBLE  OILS  EXPORTS 
DECLINE  AGAIN  IN  AUGUST 

U.  S.  exports  of  cottonseed  and  soybean  oil  in  August  totaled  1+8,1+ 
million  pounds,  according  to  preliminary  Census  Bureau  data.    This  quantity 
represented  a  decline  of  10  percent  from  July  and  was  about  one -half  the 
level  of  August  1956,  when  there  were  heavy  shipments  to  Spain,  However, 
October -August  shipments  were  over  10  percent  above  those  for  the  first  11 
months  of  the  last  marketing  year, 

August  exports  of  cottonseed  oil  were  20  percent  greater  than  either 
July  or  August  1956.     Soybean  oil  exports  in  August  were  around  7°  percent 
below  the  level  of  exports  in  August  of  1956  and  were  down  1+0  percent  from 
exports  in  July  1957. 
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COTTONSEED  OIL,  SOYBEAN  OIL,  OILCAKES  AND  MEALS:    U.S.  preliminary  estimates 
of  exports  in  August  1957  and  October -August  1956-57 >  and  actual  exports 
August  1956  and  October -August  1955-56 


:  August 

:  October-August 

P  Pimm  nrl  i  t"\r 

:  1957 

:  1956-57 

i  1956  . 

:  (Preliminary) 

[1955-56 

:  (Preliminary ) 

:       Million  pounds 

:       Million  pounds 

Cottonseed  oil,  refined  

:  9-5 

:  6.9 

:  244.3 

:  76.4 

Cottonseed  oil,  refined 

and  further  processed. ........ 

:  6.8 

:  5.5 

:  112.5 

:  24.7 

:  6.2 

::  16.0 

:  217.4 

:  3Q7.2 

Total  cottonseed  oil.  

:  22.5 

:  28.4 

:  574.2 

408.3 

Soybean  oil,  refined.  ........... 

:  6.1 

:  4.9 

58.4 

83-7 

Soybean  oil,  refined  and 

further  processed.  .  

54.0 

!  1.4 

356.2 

324.9 

Soybean  oil,  crude  

9.4 

13-7 

66.1: 

368.1 

Total  soybean  oil 

69.5 

20.0 

480.7: 

776-7 

Total  cottonseed  and  j 

92.0  ■ 

48.4  ! 

1,054.91 

1,185.0 

Thousand  short  tons  \ 

Thousand  short  tons 

1.9  : 

•  1  : 

152.6: 

26.3 

l4.l  : 

1.3  : 

137-4: 

36.1 

28.9  : 

23.8  : 

368.6: 

419-3 

44.9  : 

25.2  : 

658.6: 

481.7 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


Soybean  oilcake  and  meal  exports  in  August  were  23,000  short  tons,  while 
cottonseed  cake  and  meal  shipments  were  negligible  as  in  the  previous  5  months. 
Linseed  meal  shipments  in  August  rose  to  over  1,000  tons  from  less  than  50  tons 
in  July.     October -August  exports  of  all  oilcake  and  meal  were  only  about  three - 
fourths  as  great  as  shipments  in  October-August  1956. 

Exports  of  soybeans  in  August  are  estimated  at  5*5  million  bushels  on  the 
basis  of  inspection  reports.    Total  estimated  exports  of  soybeans  for  October- 
August  of  80.8  million  bushels  were  about  one -fifth  above  exports  in  the  com- 
parable period  of  1955-56.    There  were  substantial  increases  to  the  Netherlands, 
Germany,  Japan,  and  Canada. 

CORRECTION  -  FATS,  OILS,  AND  OILSEEDS:     WORLD  EXPORTS 

In  the  table  on  page  13  of  the  September  1957  supplementary  issue  of  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  world  exports  of  butter  in  1955  should  have  been  500,000  short 
tons  instead  of  400,000.    Consequently,  the  total  animal  fats  for  1955  should 
be  1,695,000  tons  instead  of  1,595,000  and  the  world  total  7,544,000  instead  of 
7,444,000. 
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FIJI  COPRA  PURCHASES  AT  RECORD 
HIGH  IN  1956;  COPRA  EXPORTS  DOWN 

Purchases  of  copra  "by  the  Fiji  Copra  Board  constituted  a  record  1+1,000 
long  tons  in  1956,  exceeding  the  previous  high  established  in  1952  by  1,000 
tons.    Exports  of  coconut  oil  and  meal  rose  to  new  highs. 


COPRA:    Fiji  Islands,  deliveries  and  disposals,  annual  1952-56  l/ 


Item 

:  1952 

• 

1953 

:  195^ 

1955 

1956 

• 

tons  - 

'    33  • 

:    38  . 

:    1+0  ' 

:  hi 

6 

h 

3 

h 

 27 

.  28 

•  31 

'  35 

•  33 

 :  Ik 

:  16 

:  17 

:  19 

:  23 

 :  7 

:  7 

:  7 

:  7 

:   •  10 

l/  Discrepancies  between  deliveries  and  disposals  due  to  carry-over  from 
year  to  year  and  shrinkage;  for  six  years  1951-56  shrinkage  estimated  at 
hkf  tons. 


Source:     Colony  of  Fiji  Department  of  Agriculture's  Annual  Report,  I956 

Both  copra  and  coconut  oil  continued  to  be  purchased  by  the  United 
Kingdom  under  the  nine-year  agreement  which  comes  to  an  end  in  1957 •  The 
1957  purchase  price  for  oopra  is       pounds  sterling  ($151.20)  per  long 
ton  f.o.b.  port.    While  this  contract  price  is  below  the  1956  price  of 
L58-10-0  ($163.80)  it  is  higher  than  the  current  open  market  price.  Conse- 
quently, the  contract  price  is  considered  satisfactory  to  producers. 

Consultations  have  been  held  with  copra  boards  in  other  British  Pacific 
Islands  concerning  possible  marketing  organizations  to  take  over  responsi- 
bility for  copra  marketing  after  1957>  the  last  year  of  the  long-time  agree- 
ment with  the  U.  K. 

NIGERIAN  OILSEED  PURCHASES  EXPECTED 
TO  BE  LARGER  IN  1957-58 

Production  of  peanuts  in  Nigeria  is  expected  to  be  much  larger  this  year 
than  last.    Commercial  purchases  in  the  marketing  year  beginning  November  1, 
1957  are  officially  forecast  at  1+75,000  short  tons,  compared  with  1+00,000 
tons  during  the  1956-57  marketing  year.    Trade  estimates  for  purchases  in  the 
coming  year  range  as  high  as  675>000  tons.    Exceptionally  good  weather  during 
the  present  growing  season  should  make  possible  the  release  by  farmers  of  a 
greater  percentage  of  the  peanut  crop  to  the  local  marketing  boards.  Last 
season  farmers  held  peanuts  for  food  because  the  millet  and  sorghum  crops  were 
poor.    The  excellent  growing  season  also  accounts  for  an  anticipated  increase 
in  cottonseed  purchases  and  exports. 
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VEGETABLE  OILSEEDS  AND  PALM  PRODUCTS :    Nigerian  purchases  and  exports, 
1955-56,  1956-57  and  forecast  1957=58 


Commodity 


:  1955-56 

:  •   1956-57 1/ 

1  Q^l  1 

-Lyp  1 

)0  CLJ 

[Purchases 

:  Exports 

:  Purchases 

:  Exports 

:  Purchases 

:  Exports 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

'  Short 

tons 

!  tons 

:  tons 

!  tons 

'<  tons 

'  tons 

:  59I1 

:  5C4 

:  1+00 

:  293 

:  ^75 

:  365 

hj2  : 

•      ^88  • 

520  : 

507  : 

^75 

505 

222  j 

20k  : 

212  ; 

203  : 

210  ; 

200 

60  j 

*U  \ 

23  ! 

80  '• 

60 

21  : 

y  15 

18  ! 

5/  25  \ 

18  \ 

n  .a 

11  : 

y  10  j 

18  : 

5/  11  | 

18  - 

n  .a . 

Peanuts  (shelled) 
Palm  kernels  3/»-< 
Palm  oil  3/ • • 
Cottonseed . . . 
Sesame  seed. . 


Soybeans 


l/  Preliminary.  2/  Forecast 
5/  Calendar  I956.- 


3/  Calendar  1955,  1956,  1957.     h/  Calendar  1955 . 


Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources . 

Palm  kernel  purchases  in  1957  are  forecast  almost  10  percent  below  1956  but 
exports  are  expected  to  be  almost  the  same  for  both  years  as  relatively  large 
stocks  were  available  on  January  1,  1957  (52,500  tons  compared  to  ^1,300  tons  a 
year  previous  and  an  expected  ending  stock  in  1957  of  only  20,000  tons).  A 
decrease  of  approximately  one  percent  is  forecast  for  palm  oil  purchases  and 
exports . 


Purchases  of  soybeans  and  sesame  are  officially  forecast  at  almost  the  same 
level  in  1957-58  as  in  the  previous  year.    However,  due  to  the  excellent  pro- 
spects for  grains  used  as  food,  larger  purchases  of  sesame  seed  are  probable.  In 
1956-57  an  estimated  60  percent  of  the  sesame  seed  produced  was  kept  for  food. 


HIGH  WINDS  CAUSE  DAMAGE  TO  COSTA  RICAN  BANANA  CROP 

On  August  31 >  winds  blew  down  and  destroyed  an  estimated  660,000  banana 
stems  in  Costa  Rica's  Pacific  Coast  area.    This  is  the  only  "blow  down"  of  any 
consequence  that  has  occurred  in  Costa  Rica  this  year. 

The  loss  will  probably  cause  a  5  percent  decrease  in  Costa  Rican  exports 
this  year.    While  the  loss  is  much  less  disastrous  than  the  1956  "blow  down"  of 
3  million  stems,  it  constitutes  a  serious  setback  in  the  attempts  to  recuperate 
from  previous  losses  . 
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JULY  1  GRAIN  STOCKS 
AT  NEW  HIGH 

Total  grain  stocks  in  the  four  principal  exporting  countries 
again  set  a  new  record  on  July  1,  1957  >  according  to  information  avail- 
able to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    This  is  the  fifth  conseo  tive 
year  for  which  July  1  grain  stocks  have  attained  new  records.    A  tocal 
of  135 • 9  million  short  tons  for  the  five  principal  grains  in  the  current 
year  exceeds  the  previous  record  in  July  1956  by  about  6.5  million  short 
tons  and  is  about  two  and  a  half  times  the  19^5-^-9  average. 

Higher  stocks,  than  in  1956  >  were  reported  for  the  United  States, 
Canada,  and  Argentina,  but  the  largest  increase  was  in  Canada  where  the 
aggregate  of  these  grains  shows  an  increase  of  about  7  million  tons,  as 
compared  with  the  July  1956  stocks.    Australia,  in  contrast  with  the  other 
principal  exporters,  has  smaller  stocks  on  hand  than  a  year  ago.  This 
reflects  the  small  Australian  wheat  crop  produced  last  year. 

The  largest  single  factor  bringing  stocks  to  their  present  high 
level  is  the  increase  in  the  U.  S.  corn  stocks,  which  were  221  million 
bushels  above  the  previous  record  of  July  1,  1956.    That  sharp  increase, 
together  with  sharply  increased  stocks  of  wheat  and  oats  in  Canada  and 
moderate  increases  in  Argentina's  small  grains  more  than  offset  sub- 
stantial declines  in  stocks  of  wheat  and  oats  in  the  United  States  and  in 
Australia. 

Wheat  stocks  in  the  four  countries  are  slightly  below  the  record 
1956  stocks  because  of  the  heavy  export  movement  during  the  past  market- 
ing year.    World  trade  in  wheat  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1957  is 
estimated  at  1.2  billion  bushels,  a  new  high.    The  outlook  for  trade  in 
the  current  year  is  less  favorable  as  reduced  import  requirements  are 
expected  in  Europe  and  parts  of  importing  Asia  where  large  crops  have 
just  been  harvested.    Increased  competition  for  markets  can  be  expected 
this  year,  with  France  back  in  the  export  market  after  being  a  net  im- 
porter last  season.    In  Asia  larger  crops  in  Pakistan  and  India  are  re- 
ported.   Larger  crops  in  Turkey  will  reduce  import  requirements  for  that 
country.    Record  or  near  record  harvests  in  Syria,  Iran,  and  Iraq  would 
seem  to  offer  competition  for  import  markets. 

A  distinction  should  be  noted  between  grain  stocks  in  the  2  Southern 
Hemisphere  exporting  countries  and  those  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere.  In 
the  former,  these  are  mid-season  supplies,  representing  grain  for  export, 
for  domestic  use  to  the  end  of  the  current  crop  season,  and  carry-over. 
Thus,  stocks  of  small  grains  in  Argentina  and  Australia  are  for  use  to 
December  1,  and  corn  to  April  1,  the  beginning  of  the  new  season.  In 
contrast,  July  1  stocks  in  Northern  Hemisphere  countries  approximate  the 
year-end  carry-over  of  small  grains.    Stocks  of  small  grains  represent 
actual  carry-over  into  the  new  marketing  season  in  the  United  States, 
while  in  Canada  the  marketing  season  starts  August  1.    The  marketing 
season  begins  October  1  for  corn  in  the  United  States. 
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A  regional  breakdown  shows  United  States  stocks  of  89.2  million  short 
tons  of  the  five  grains,  only  slightly  above  the  total  a  year  earlier. 
Greatly  increased  corn  stocks  and  slightly  larger  barley  carry-over  stocks 
offset  the  substantial  reduction  in  carry-over  stocks  of  wheat,  oats  and 
rye.    The  total  of  89.2  million  tons  for  the  current  season  represents 
66  percent  of  the  total  for  the  four  countries  on  July  1. 

Canada,  with  total  stocks  of  31  •  8  million  short  tons,  accounts  for 
23  percent  of  the  total  in  the  four  countries  on  July  1,  1957-  Sharply 
increased  stocks  of  wheat,  oats,  and  barley  bring  the  total  for  grains  in 
that  country  28  percent  above  the  July  1,  1956  total.    Estimates  for  the 
current  crops  in  Canada,  however,  indicate  considerably  smaller  outturns 
this  year,  and  total  supplies  for  the  current  marketing  season  are  smaller 
for  each  of  the  grains. 

In  Argentina  stocks  on  July  1,  1957  are  somewhat  larger  than  the 
totals  for  the  past  2  years.    Increased  stocks  of  small  grains  are  only 
partly  offset  by  the  reduced  stocks  of  corn  from  the  small  harvest  last 
April.    The  total  of  10.5  million  short  tons  is  still  less  than  the 
19^-5-^-9  average. 

Australia's  total  of  h.h  million  tons  is  only  two  thirds  as  large 
as  the  July  1,  1956  stocks,  but  is  well  above  the  19^5-^9  average.  The 
reduction  from  1956  stocks  is  in  wheat  and  oats.    The  small  wheat  crop 
produced  in  1956  brought  supplies  of  that  grain  below  the  1955-56  level 
despite  large  carry-over  stocks.    Stocks  of  oats  were  about  half  their 
July  1956  level  because  of  a  smaller  crop  and  heavier  than  usual  feeding 
during  the  dry  summer,  autumn  and  early  winter. 


(See  table,  next  page) 
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GRAINS:    Estimated  stocks  in  principal  exporting  countries,  July  1,  1945-1957 


Country  and  year 

:               :               :               :  : 
Wheat    :      Rye     :    Barley  :  Oats  1/  :    Corn     :  Total 
s               :               :               t               t  « 

United  States: 

Average  1945-49  ■> 

:  Million  :  Million  :  Million  :  Million  :  Million  :  1,000 
.  bushels  :  bushels  :  bushels  :  bushels  :  bushels  : short  tons 
;::::: 

193    t          6    :        72    :       254    »       742    :  32,526 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957  2/ 


Canada : 


1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957  2/ 


425  » 
400  « 
256  : 
606  : 
934 

1,036 

1,033 
905 


10 
5 
4 
6 
15 
16 
17 
7 


80  : 

94  « 

73 

51 

71 
131 
117 
128 


208  : 
286  i 
277  : 
249  : 
227  : 
303 
347 
238 


1,380 
1,257 
972 
1,264 
1,407 
1,601 
1,742 
1,963 


J. 


Average  1945^49 

157 

4  • 

41 

100 

1950 

140 

7  : 

30 

70 

1951                    :  235 

6  : 

65 

130 

1952 

280 

10  ; 

95  s 

140 

1953 

425 

18  : 

130 

175  : 

H 

1954 

615 

23  I 

160 

155 

1955 

530 

:        21  : 

105 

100 

•  K 

1956 

620 

19  : 

130 

150 

•  H 

1957  2/ 

770 

15  : 

160 

260 

820 
651 
1,286 
1,859 
1,891 
1,966 
1,945 


25 
26 
19 
66 
49  : 
47 
61 
57 


Argentina: 

Average  1945-49 

134  \ 

11  : 

26  i 

40 

187  ; 

10.828 

1950 

100  : 

8  : 

12  ! 

40 

35  i 

5,132 

1951 

85  : 

15  : 

25 

35 

90 

6,650 

1952 

■        35  : 

5  : 

15 

25 

70 

3,910 

1953 

160  : 

42  : 

35 

!  60 

115 

10,996 

1954 

155  : 

11  : 

20 

37 

145 

10,090 

1955 

165  : 

10  i 

25 

25 

85 

8,610 

1956 

130  : 

25  : 

30 

35  i 

125 

9,380 

1957  2/ 

155  : 

35  : 

45 

60 

t       100  : 

10,470 

Australia: 

! 

Average  1945-49 

75  : 

u  ! 

6 

13 

1/  ■ 

2,602 

1950 

120  • 

7 

12 

3,960 

1951 

100  : 

H  '• 

8 

10 

3,352 

1952 

!         80  : 

H  '• 

7 

10 

2,728 

1953 

95  ; 

H  '• 

12 

25 

K  '• 

3,538 

1954 

155  i 

11 

40 

5,554 

1955 

160  : 

6 

32 

5,456 

1956 

183  : 

H  '■ 

H 

50  - 

H  1 

6,626 

1957  2/ 

115  ! 

1/  ; 

24  ' 

25 

2/  » 

4,426 

Total: 
Average  1945-49 

559  ! 

21  : 

 XL- 

407 

929 

53.458 

192 
190 
228 
262 
267 
291 
357 


461 
452 
509 
459 
460 
582 
583 


1,347 
1,042 
1,379 
1,552 
1,686 
1,867 
2,063 


56,918 
54,168 
41,192 
58,948 
73,172 
84,348 
88,602 
89,190 


7,506 


6,306 
10,988 
13,340 
19,349 
25,569 
20,708 
24,802 
31,780 


72,316  " 
75,158 
61,170 
92,831 
114,385 
119,122 
129, 410 
135,866 


1/  Canadian  oats  in  bushels  of  34  pounds,  data  for  other  countries  in  bushels  of 
32  pounds.    2/  Preliminary  estimates.    2/  Production  mull  and  remaining  stocks 
believed  negligible. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  sta- 
tistics of  foreign  governments,  other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  U.S.  Agri- 
cultural Attaches  and  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  re- 
lated information. 


Published  weekly  to  assist  the  foreign  market- 
ing of  U.  S.  farm  products  by  keeping  the  na- 
tion's agricultural  interests  informed  of  cur- 
rent crop  and  livestock  developments  abroad, 
foreign  trends  in  production,  prices,  supplies 
and  consumption  of  farm  products,  and  other 
factors  affecting  world  agricultural  trade. 
Curculation    is    free    to    persons  in  the  U.  S. 

Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  is  distributed  only 
upon  a  request  basis.  Should  you  find  you  have 
no  need  for  this  publication,  please  tear  off 
the  addressograph  imprint  with  your  name  and 
address,  pencil  "drop"  upon  it,  and  send  it  to 
the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Room  59l8> 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25, 
D.  C. 
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